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On Nov. 11, Jennifer Harbury ended a month-long hunger strike in front of Guatemala's National
Palace, having failed to achieve her goal of forcing the government to disclose the whereabouts
of her rebel commander husband, Efrain Bamaca Velasquez. After ending the strike, Harbury left
immediately for the US to discuss her husband's disappearance with the director of the US National
Security Council. When Harbury, a US lawyer, ended her hunger strike in Guatemala to return to
the US, she told reporters that she would be back to continue pressuring Guatemalan officials to
reveal the truth surrounding her husband's capture and disappearance.
The Guatemalan army high command insists that Bamaca, a member of the rebel Organizacion
del Pueblo en Armas (ORPA), killed himself to avoid capture in March 1992, but Harbury charges
that witnesses have reported seeing her husband alive since that time. Guatemala's human rights
ombudsman, Jorge Mario Garcia Laguardia, told the press on Nov. 8 that the Guatemalan Supreme
Court had assigned a special investigator in the Bamaca case, but asked him to personally oversee
the investigation.
According to Laguardia, he will insist that the judicial probe include an inspection of every military
prison in the country. Before she left Guatemala, Harbury told reporters that neither of the two
exhumed bodies she viewed in a cemetery in Coatepeque, Quetzaltenango, on Nov. 10 was her
husband. She also revealed the names of eight army men, including a colonel, she claims tortured
her husband. She said the names were given to her by another rebel, Santiago Cabrera Lopez, who
was in the same military prison as her husband in late 1992. Cabrera has testified before the UN and
the Organization of American States that he saw Bamaca several times in a secret military prison
late in 1992.
On Nov. 14, a US State Department spokeswoman, Christine Shelly, stated that her office had
proof that Bamaca, known as "Comandante Everardo," was alive when he was taken prisoner
by the Guatemalan army in March 1992. "We believe that he was wounded but that the wounds
were not mortal," said Shelly. Harbury has called on the US government to impose economic and
trade sanctions against Guatemala until basic international humanitarian laws are respected. "The
Guatemalan army still has my husband and it knows that the outside world knows," said Harbury.
She appealed to the US government to grant her access to all the information on her husband that
has been gathered by the CIA and the US Embassy in Guatemala.
On Nov. 18, during a brief visit to Guatemala, Assistant Secretary of State John Shattuck expressed
US concern about the increase in human rights abuses. However, he also stated that "We do not
believe that any sanctions in the area of non- military assistance will be approved." The situation
was further complicated on Nov. 23 by President de Leon, who told reporters that Bamaca had been
involved in the kidnapping and slaying of a top US official. "This guerrilla has taken innocent lives
and we have information that he participated in the kidnapping and execution of a high-level US
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official," said de Leon. US embassy spokesman John Rodney said that embassy officials did not
know who the president was talking about. Three American officials, Ambassador John Gordon
Mein and two military officers, were killed in Guatemala in 1968-69. However, Bamaca would have
only been around 12 years old when these killings took place.
In the most recent turn of events, Guatemalan Attorney General Asisclo Valladares has attempted
to deflect Harbury's continued efforts by charging her with making "unsubstantiated accusations
against the Guatemalan Army." Valladares gave Harbury 15 days to present proof of her accusations
to the courts, although he did not say what would happen if she failed to do so. The director of the
UN observer mission in Guatemala (MINUGUA), Leonardo Franco, has said that the Bamaca case
will be very closely examined as one of the mission's first priorities if there is any possibility that
he is still alive. MINUGUA, formally inaugurated in mid-November as part of the peace process,
will investigate all human rights violations that take place subsequent to the government-guerrilla
human rights accord, which was signed last March
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